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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AVIATION SECURITY 

REF: (A) LONDON 13473 (8/25/76); 

(B) LONDON A-475 (7/7/76); 

(C) LONDON 9490 (6/18/76) 

(D) LONDON 5459 (4/1/77) 

(E) LONDON A-248 (4/1/77) 

1 . DEPT. OF TRADE OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR SECURITY AT 
UK AIRPORTS (FARMERY) VISITED EMBASSY APR. 27 TO REQUEST 
ASSISTANCE OF USG IN OBTAINING COOPERATION OF US CHARTER 
CARRIERS IN PAYMENT OF PRE-BOARDING INSPECTION FEES AT 
GATWICK (REFTELS). 

2. SINCE PRE-BOARDING INSPECTION APPLIED TO CHARTERS BY 
UK LAST YEAR, US CARRIERS, WHEN THEY USE STERILE AREAS 
AT GATWICK AIRPORT. HAVE BEEN CHARGED FOR SERVICES PRO- 
VIDED AND HAVE PAID COSTS INVOLVED. AS NOTED REFTELS, 

ONLY UK CHARTER CARRIERS REQUIRED TO HAVE PRE-BOARDING 
SCREENING OF PASSENGERS BUT DUE PHYSICAL LAYOUT OF GATWIC 
AND STERILE AREA CONCEPT APPLIED BY UK, WHEN US (OR OTHER 
FOREIGN CARRIERS) FLIGHTS ARE DIRECTED THROUGH STERILE 
AREAS THEY MUST ALSO USE PRE BOARDING SCREENING. WE ARE 
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INFORMED THAT MAJORITY OF US CARRIER CHARTER PASSENGERS 
AT GATWICK USE STERILE AREAS. 

3. NOW, US CARRIERS WORLD, TIA AND OVERSEAS NATIONAL HAVE 
INFORMED DEPT. OF TRADE THAT THEY ARE RECONSIDERING PAY- 
MENT FOR SCREENING SERVICE (NOW 50 PENCE PER PASSENQER AT 
GATWICK NORTH PIER AND SOMEWHAT LESS IN COACH STATION 
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AREA) AND HAVE SAID THEY WILL INFORM UK OF DECISION BY 
MAY 1 WHETHER OR NOT THEY WILL IN FUTURE REFUSE TO PAY 
FEES. 

4. FARMERY POINTED OUT ONLY US CARRIERS AND CANADIAN 
CARRIERS SUBJECT TO PAY FEES SINCE THEIR GOVERNMENTS DO 
NOT PROVIDE ON RECIPROCAL BASIS FOR BRITISH CARRIERS, 

FREE INSPECTION OF PASSENGERS. CANADIANS ARE PAYING 
FEES, THUS ONLY US CARRIERS MAY UPSET SYSTEM IF THEY 
REFUSE TO PAY. REFUSAL TO PAY WOULD RESULT IN REFUSAL TO 
INSPECT US PASSENGERS BY PRIVATE UK AGENCY WHICH PERFORMS 
INSPECTIONS FOR UK GOVERNMENT. THIS WOULD NOT BE 
ACCEPTABLE TO UK SINCE UN-INSPECTED US PASSENGERS WOULD 
COMPROMISE STERILE AREA AND SECURITY. 

5. FARMERY ASKED WHAT INFLUENCE US GOVERNMENT MIGHT 
EXERCISE TO HAVE US CARRIERS COOPERATE WITH UK SYSTEM AND 
CONTINUE TO PAY FOR INSPECTION SERVICES. HE SAID IF US 
CARRIERS REFUSED PAYMENT ON VOLUNTARY BASIS. UK SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR TRADE WOULD BE FORCED TO ISSUE DIRECTIVE 
WITH WHICH THEY WOULD HAVE TO COMPLY UNDER UK LAW. THE 
UK IS RELUCTANT TO DO THIS. HOWEVER, AND PREFERS TO OBTAI 
CARRIERS' COOPERATION. 

6. COMMENT: WE POINTED OUT TO FARMERY THAT CHARTER 
CARRIERS IN US ARE NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE PASSENGERS 
INSPECTED BEFORE BOARDING. FOR THIS REASON. IT DID NOT 
APPEAR THERE WAS ANY LEGAL BASIS FOR REQUIRING US CARRIERS 
TO PAY FOR INSPECTION IN UK OR ELSEWHERE IN ABSENCE OF 
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LOCAL LAW REQUIRING SUCH ACTION. FARMERY SAID HE UNDER- 
STOOD THIS POSITION BUT ASKED IF US GOVERNMENT COULD USE 
ITS GOOD OFFICES TO PERSUADE ONA. TIA AND WORLD TO CO- 
OPERATE. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS WHICH WE MAY 
PROVIDE TO DEPT. OF TRADE ON THIS PROBLEM, BY MAY 1 

IF POSSIBLE. 

SPIERS 
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